HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 16, 1822. 

THE Committee, directed hj an order of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, at the last session of the Legislature of this Com« 
mon wealth, to report a Bill concerning the adfiiiasion into this 
State of free Negroes and Mulattoes, have considered the 
matter referred to them, and have agreed to the following 

THAT the Commifcteej since the last session of the 
Legislature^ have examined the laws of other States 
besides those mentioned ia the former Meport, coa- 
eeraiug thai description of pojiulatioa v/hich is now 
the subject of consideration, but as the spirit of those 
laws does not differ lTom the Statutes to which refer- 
ence has already been made^ the Committee forbear 
consuming the time of the Legislature m a detail of 
their provisions. 

That this further examination of the statutes of oth- 
er States has served to confirm the Committee ia an 
opinion expressed in the report of the last session^ and 
to convince them of the necessity of cheeking the in- 
crease of a species of population^ which threatens to be 
both injurious and barthsnsome, of which circumstan- 
ces the following fiict foxBishes abundant evidence :-— 
that the black convicts in the State Prison on the 1st 
of January^ iS2i^ formed 146 1 part of the black pop- 
ulation of the State.; while the white convicts at tine 
same time formed hni ^iW part of the white popula- 
tion. It is believed that a similar proportion will be 
found to exist in all public establishments of this State 5 
as well Prisons as Poor Houses. 

That the Committee have never been ignorant of 
that feeling of tenderness and kindness, which, awak- 
ened bj wmt powerful and praiseworthy causes^ has 



for a long time existed m this CouHHoowcallli for tliiit 
iniliappy and de?^i'ade(l class of iridiyiduak. whose co- 
lor alone has exposed them to the cruelties and mise- 
i'les of the slave trade. The Committee folly partici- 
pate in tliat feeliog, and it is widely remote^ iodeed, 
from their purpose, to endeavor to diminish or discour- 
age it 5 bat they consider it to be the doty of the Leg- 
islature^ whatever paiit or reluctance may accompany 
the exercise of such a power^ to protect the population 
<of this CommoEwealth from all dangers and injuries, 
whether affecting inorals or health, whether introduced 
from foreign countries^ ©r from the sister States of 
these United States. And feeling a great degree of 
conMence in the results, which the Committee before 
stated, might be looked for from the operation of those 
laws, that have been passed within three years in ma- 
ny of the States of this Kepublic concerning; free Ne- 
groes and Molattoes, they deemed it expedient to rec= 
ommend the subject to the attention of the Legislature. 
They should believe themselves equally under the ne> 
cessity of soliciting the intercession of the Legislature 
to provide for the seciik ity of this Commo^iwealth against 
the effects of laws which would drive into Massachu- 
setts the white paupers of a majority of the other States. 
The Committee cannot doubt but that such a measure 
of self defence would be justiiied by the severest inter- 
pretation of the constitution and by the truest precepts 
of humanity. — -That the Committee would have been 
little justified by the circumstances of this Common- 
wealth at the present time, in proposing coercive laws, 
if that part of the population of this county, to which 
the subject of this report relates, had been left in its 
natural and original conditioo. But they believe the 
opinion well founded, that the laws lately enacted in 
many of the States of this "Union will have axi effect to 
drive to those States, where a universal civil and po» 
litical toleration prevails, a large proportion of the 
persons against whom those laws are str()nH;ly and 
■ solely directed. The Commiltee are at a loss to ou- 
derstaod why a po]iti'i:al persecution should not be ac- 
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eompaiHcd with the same euiigralioiis^ that Imve ht^m 
i^bserved always io niiem] mlh^mm persecutioBs^ and 
<:ojice(]5ng every thing that simli be asked in favor of 
the argumeiK groo sided iipofi a difference of climate^ 
<Jianicler and coiiditiooj they still are of opinion that 
all facts and prohaiiiiities authorize the coiiclosioi) that 
persons of colour will hereafter increase in this State 
much beyond the proportion heretofore recorded in our 
books of population. 

llie Committee have been especially led to make 
the foi egoing remarks^ though in some degiee repeated 
fioiii the former report^ inasmoch as they have found it 
impossible^ after all the research and deliberation in 
their power to bestow upon the subject, to accomplish 
that duty which they undertook by the direction of the 
Mouse of llepresentatives. They have not succeeded 
in preparing a 1)111, the provisions of which ^hey could 
coriscientiously vindicate to this House. They have 
already found in the Statute Books of this Common- 
wealth, a law passed in 1788^ regulating the residence 
in this State of certain persons of colour — tbey believe 
that this law has never been enforced, and ineffectual 
as it has proved, they would never have been the au- 
thors of placing among the Statutes a law so arbitrary 
in its principle, aud in its operation so little accordant 
with the institutions, feelings, and practices of the peo- 
ple of this Commonwealth. The history of that law 
has well convinced the Committee that no peasore 
(which they could devise) would be attended with the 
smallest good consequence.— That it would have been 
matter of satisfaction and congratulation to the Com- 
mittee if they had succeeded in framing a law, which 
should have received the approbation of this Legisla- 
ture, and should have promised to check and finally to 
overcome an evil upon which they have never been able 
to look with unconcern. But a law, which should pro- 
duce that effect, would entirely depart from that love 
of humanity, that respect for hospitality and for the just 
I'iglits of all classes of men^ ii^^ -hG constant and success- 
ful exercise and maintenance of which, the inliabitants 
of Massachusetts have been singularly coaspiciiouR, 
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And im Committees haTe agreed to tliis fortlier re- 
port. That ill these times^ when the slave trade is 
Blatter of d*^ily and anxious deliberation in foreign 
courts 5 when in our own country, topics connected 
■^.yitli that subject have awakened the most protracteil 
and fearful discussions ; and when nations alreadv be- 
gin to poiot to their efforts for the abolition of this 
liateful traffic as tokens of national superiority and tri- 
nmphj it does not comport with the dignity of this 
State to withhold that brief statement of facts, to be 
found in its annals, concerning the abolition of this trade 
in Massachusetts J— a statement which will prove both 
lii^^hly honorable^ and in perfect accordance with that 
remarkable spirit of wholesome and rational liberty^ 
by which this Commonwealth has been greatly distio- 
guished from the earliest period. But to the clear un- 
derstanding and better elucidation of this subject^ the 
Committee think it useful to introduce the following 
short account of the existence of Slavery in Massa- 
chusetts, 

The earliest mention of slaves^ which the Committee 
have been able to discover, is in the year 1639. On 
the 2d of October of that year, one of the early writers 
npon New-England had occasion to go on shore upon 
Koddle's Island in Boston harbour, at that time in pos- 
session of one Maverick, and there found a negro man 
and two negro women. From the circumstance that 
neither of the women could speak or understand Eng- 
lish, it is evident that they had been in this country on- 
ly a short time. One of the women was said to have 
been a person of high rank in Africa, and was treated 
by the others with great respect 

The same writer, in another place, observes, that 

the people are well accommodated with servants, some 
of them are English, and others negroes/'^ The negroes 
were doubtless slaves^ 

In the journal of another author, whose published 
writings do Bot pj*@s the year 1 64?6, mention is made 
of two negro mnids, one of whom was converted to 
Christianity, baptised and received into the church. The 



only me.Btioii of slaves upon tlic early records of llie 
town of Boston^ is in the case of ooc Tlioraas Deaue^ 
ill 1661 5 who was prohibited from eirs ploying a negro 
m the manufacture of hoops^, osidcr a penally of twen- 
ty shillings/' for what reason is not stated. As so few 
references were made to negroes in the early wriiersj 
it is not probable that slaves were iiumeroiis at this 
time. 

Thirty-three free negroes are mentioned in the min- 
utes of the Belectmen of Boston, in 1708, to whom^ ac - 
cording to a law of the Province;; two hundred and 
eighteen days of kboui: were assigi^ed upon the high- 
ways and other public works. 

In the years 17^54? enumeration was made by 

order of the Governor of all Slaves of and above the 
age of sixteen years, in the Province of Massachusetts 
Bay. One hundred and nineteen towns, returned two 
thousand seven hundred and twenty Slaves ; but the 
retdrns of many towns have not been preserved. Of 
the above number of Slaves, twelve hundred and sev- 
enty were in the County of Suftblk, Four hundred 
and forty-two in Essex. Three hundred and sixty.one 
in Middlesex. Eighty-eight in Worcester. Beveoty- 
four in Hampshire. One hundred and thirty-three in 
Plymouth. One hundred and twenty-two in Bristol.— 
Seventv-six in Barnstable. Seven in Dakes. and one 
hundred and forty-seven in York. In the year 1/63, 
the number of blacks was five thousand two hundred 
and fourteen, and to the whites as one is to forty-live. 

In 1/7^^ the iiomber of blacks was live thousand two 
hundred and forty-nine, and to t!ie whites as one is to 
sixty-five. In 178% the number of blacks was four thou- 
sand three hundred and ninety-seven^ and (othe whites 
one is to eighty. From the above stateeieiit, tliere m 
little doubt but that the return of i^i^^l'. was very mmm- 
plete. A learned writer upon oiie. of the New-Eog- 
land States thinks that Slaves were more numerous 
before 1768, as many had enlisted in the precedis^g 
French wars, either in the n^ivy or in the urmy, Uw Van 
purpose of obtaining their freedom, and this o|)ioioii 
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was eoDirmed bj tlie observa lions of Friocc IMil, a 
very intelligent black iiaari^^'' whom the aoihor coiis-olt- 
ecL The period of their greatest number was there- 
fore In all probability between 1740 and 17^0. It 
is well known that Hiaves were chie% employed in 
maritime towDS. MusbaEdmeu in general preferring 
white to black laborers. The saoie author remarks 
that negro children were reckoned an incumbrance in 
a family^ and when weaned^ were given away like 

puppi^S'^' They have been pnblickly advertised in 
the newspapers to be given awny. 

These Slaves were procured in several ways — ei- 
ther from the Dutch in New-Yorkj from the Soathern 
Provinces of North- America, into one of which Frov- 
inces %0 Slaves were imported as early as 16^0., and 
it is prol)able that the greatest supply came in this man- 
ner, as many instances are mentioned of vessels having 
sold all that the market required in the South, arriving 
with the remainder of the cars:o in New^Ensrland.^ — 
2^ ew came by a direct trade, for according to the best 
authorities it appears that not more than three Slave 
Ships were ever owned at one time in Bosion^ though 
the Province of Massachusetts Bay had a great trade 
with Africa, in the article of Rum, of which, in the 
year 17B9, two hundred ninety-two thousand nine hun- 
dred and sixty-six gallons were exported to that coun- 
tryj and in the products of the sea. These articles 
were exchanged for slaves, gold dust, &c. But a suf- 
ficient supply could always have been procured from 
the West Indies^ as the Slave Trade, even in the year 
1639, had already continued a hundred and thirty 
years, and tlie English themselves had been engaged 
in it for seven tj-seveo. years. 

The Colony, as early as 1041, ordained **that none 
shall be belt! in bosul slavery, villaoage or captivity, 
unless it be lawful captives, taken in just wars, as v/il- 
lingly sell themselves, and are sold to us, and such 
siiall have the liberty and christian usage, which the 
law of (rod, established in Israel concerning such per- 
doth moriilly re.quirc/^ This L'uv applied to In- 



lilaiiBj as well as to negroes, for the colonists were' lu 
the liabit of lioldiiii^; the lodiaiss as slaves, and even of 
selling those taken iu war to tribes with wiiooi the 
C'oloQj was at peace. 

In the year 1646^ an event tof3k place^ that every 
iiihaliitant of this State will always regard with a jmi 
pride and admiration. It h the earliest public mani- 
festation of the sense whicli our ancestors had of the 
freedom and personal rights of every man, whatever 
might be his country or complexion, and it is more wor- 
thy of notice in the present day, inasmuch as the slave 
trade was not at that tuna regarded by nations with the 
abhorrence which has been manifested concerning it 
within the last fifty years. 

Hie Committee have obtained a history of ihe inter- 
esting transaction which led to the ordinance they are 
about to quote from the unpublished journal of Gover- 
r»«»' Wiiithr*"*!^ ^'p'^* i'hf*, sise of w^iif^h ^hev ^i*f^ Infli^lTilsifl 

to the kind attention of a learned gentleman in this 
town. 

One James Smith, with his mate Keysar, sailed 
from Boston in the year i6M<, for the coast of Guinea, 

there to trade for negroes/"' Falling into the compa- 
ny of some Londoners, they landed and stormed a vil- 
lage, killed many of the natives, but the countrj being 
alarmed and coming down upon them, they were com- 
pelled to retreat with little booty, and the loss of one 
man killed. Smith soon after sailed for Madeira, took 
on board a quantity of wine, and thence sailed for Bar- 
badoes, to put off his cargo ; but in consequence of a 
quarrel with his mate Keysar, he was left on shore, 
and the vessel returned safely to Boston. For the 
matter of the negroes, whereof two were brought home 
in the ship, and near one hundrt^d slain, by the confes- 
sion of some of the mariners, the magistrates took order 
to have these two set at liberty, llut for tiie shiughler 
committed, they were in great -doubt wliat to do in it, 
seeing it was in another country, and the Londoners 
pretended a just revenge, so they called the K^lders and 
de^aired their advice. 
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hi relation to this matter, tlie €«eiieral Coort of Ele^'- - 
ihm passed the following order in 

^^Tlie General (joor^ ciniceiviug theiiiselves bound 
by the first opporiiioitj to bear witness against tb.e liei^' 
mms and cryiiig si!\ of mao-stealiiigj as ai^o to pre- 
scribe suck iiaiely redress for what is pastj and such a 
law for the future as may sufficiently deter all those 
belonging to us, to have to do in such vile and most 
odious condiictj justly abhorred of all good and just 
jiien^ do order that the negro interpreter, with others 
unlaw fully taken? be by the first opportunity^ at the 
charge of the country, for the present sent to his native 
country of Cjuinea, and a letter with him of the indig- 
nation of the Court there about and justice thereof. 
The execution of this order is left to the care of our 
lionored Governor for the present, by both houses.'^ 
It is, however, proper to remark, that this was a dec- 

which it has been seen was tolerated by our ancestors 
in certain cases. 

Tlie quotatioii from the colony laws jast made, and 
the early history of the country, clearly prove, that our 
ancestors were much governed in their notions concern - 
iog bondage by the doctrines of the Levitical code. The 
same influence may be discovered in all their proceed- 
ings ; and it is probably owing to the provisions made 
by Moses in favor of slavery, that they themselves we.o 
afterwards made to rejsard it with some de^^ree of com- 
placency. For it appears that all the acts respecting 
capital offences, passed before 1646, were grounded 
upon the same text of the Pentateuch. That relating 
to man sitealing, w^as expressed in these words, almost 
copied to a syllable from a verse in Exodus—-" If any 
man sttaleth a man, or mankind, he shall surely be put 
to doath.'^ But the entire 'Severity of the Levitical law 
was ff:ir from being imitated, for the Israelites made it 
only death to steal an Israelite, but our ancestors made 
it death to steal a man of any nation whatsoever. 

Other persons are mentioned in tliesc early times tv^ 
cousentliig to a toleration of slavery from a religious 



motive of a siiil inore exa'Ued kiriil;, in liopes m the 
words of ;i ly/iicr of ihii day to lead them to a land 
of Gospel ll^ht from heatheoish darkness.^^ 

In a couiiiry^ where owing to the naliu'eof the soil 
and climate^ the labor ofslaves had little vake^ where 
from a peculiar organization of bod the deatijs were 
more nimievoiis arnoogst that description of persoEis 
than amongst the whites^ and where a proper knowl- 
edge of the just rights of men and the enjoyment of a 
reasonable liberty and indepejidence were the study 
and aim. of all classes of isidividualsj it cannot be matter 
of wonder that slavery should never have been rnoch 
encouraged, and that a de^^ire to effect an abolition 
should have been early expressed* 

As early as the follou'ing year 11 Oi, the vote was 
entered upon the minutes of the Selectmesi of the town 
of Boston.- — —^^The Representatives are desired to 
promote the encouraging the bringing of white ser- 
vants^ and to put a period to negroes being slaves,^'— 
Without referring to the decrees and declarations of 
the Emperor Charles the 5th, PopeLeo the lOth^ of 
'^^ueen Elizabeth, and of a distinguished statesman of 
the same century, coocerniog slavery, decrees made re- 
markable by the inconsistent conduct of those sove- 
reigns, one v/hom early in the i 6th century had sold a 
liceise to export four thousand negroes to the West 
Indies, and a second was personally engaged in the 
slave trade, decrees neither dictated by the voice of their 
people, nor followed !)y other acts restraining or even 
discouraging that practice, it may be doubted if there 
exists upon record an earlier testimony given by a bo ily 
of men,than this vote of the town of Boston. At any rate 
the greatest emphasis may most deservedly be placed 
upon this record, and the highest ond truest cijmpli- 
meet l^e paid to the generous and just feeling, which 
prevailed at so early a period in this Btate, as no f^tr- 
mal resolution, either of governments or individuals,, 
since become so conspicuous in this undertaking, can be 
traced back to within tw?^nty-^'^i^ yearpi of this time.---- 
2 
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Bui the Committee iiavc not beea ablcio discover thai 
any order was passed oh this subject^ either by ibe 
Cotnicil or ilepreseiitalives. 

lii 1705;, a law was passed imposiiig a duty of four 
pounds upon every iici^ro imporied into tbe province. 
The whole duty v/as aUowed in dniwbackj provided 
the negro was exported wiiliiri twelve montbs^ ov died 
wiibiii six. weeks. 

And in S7'i^? tbc importation of Indians as servants 
or slaves^ was strictly forbidden^ under a penalty of 
forfeitarc of the subject thus introduced. 

Bat this subject awakened but little warmth or anx= 
iety in the community till about the middle of the last 
century. At that time it was coupled with great pro- 
priety and success^ with that controversy which con- 
cerned the most precious interests of the country. In 
most of the political writings of the day, the rights of 
the blacks are blended with the whites^ and in the course 
of a few years it was deemed a subject worthy of being 
recommended to the {),ttention of the government of tbe 
Province, 

In 17^7 9 n bill was brought into the "Oreat and 
General Court^^ to prevent the unwarrantable and un- 
natural system of enslaving mankindj and to prevent 
the importation of slaves into tlie Province. 

Doubtless, evidence may be found upan tbe records 
of many of the tow^ns of this Commonwealth of that feel- 
ing in the people which led to the framing of this billj 
but the Committee deem it sufficient to copy into their 
report a vote of this tewn in in4ruct!ons to their lie- 
prcsentativesj passed unanimously in May 1768, the 
substance of which mav be found in another vote pas- 
sed in March 17^7? to wit— And for the total abolish^ 
iog of slavery amoug nsj, that you aove for a law to 
prohibit the importation and the purchasing of slaves 
for the future.^' This bill in lis progress was altered 
into the imposing aii impost upon negroes. It only pas- 
sed the lower house, but eveu if it had also pa?f^cd ihf 
IjounciL Ctov, Bernard was particularly iiistr^uie.d bv 
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his govcmiiieiii to check and oppose all eodeavgrs lead - 
hrj; to the aholition of the slave trader llioogii luisiic- 
cessfulj this hill was introduced into the Assembly of 
this Province live years !)en>re the Burgesses of Virginia 
petitioned his Majesty lo remove all impediments in, the 
iEstriictions of . the royal governors to the checkijig 
that inhuiiian ami impolitic commerce the slave trade.'^ 
And nine years before Mr. Hartley made Ids celebrated 
SBotioii in tbe British Parliament, that "the slave trade 
was contrary to the laws of Ood and the rights of man.^' 

lii 1770, negroes began to sue their masters for their 
freedouij and for payment of all services rendered after 
the age of tweoty-one. .Many actions for that purpose 
were brought between this time and the revolution^ all 
of which were successful. 

The Committee fortuiiately have it in their power to 

cipation in this C3ommonweal(ih in coiiseq'icnce of the 
verdict of a jury. 

These circumstances were obtained from a venerable 
and most respectable gentleman now living in New- 
Bedford^ and still an active member of that religious 
society which has truly merited the respect and grati- 
tude of all good meo for its unequalled labcms in the 
most christian^ salutary and memorable work undertak- 
en by man. This gentleman \vhile livisig in Nantuck- 
et, confident that 00 law of the Colony justified slavery, 
received on board a vessel called the Kriendship^ at 
that time engaged in the whale fishery, and command- 
ed by Elisha Folger, a young man by the name of" 3-los- 
ton/^ held as a slave by the heirs of 'W m. Bwaio ; and 
at the termiuation of the voyage, paid this yoong maa 
his proportion of the proceedsu This circomBtaiice took 
place bciweeu the years 1769 and 1770. In the mean 
lime his reputed master, J o!rik Bwaio, brought an nctio?i 
against the Captain of tlie vesseL in the Courl of Com- 
iiiOii Pleas at Nantucket, for tlie recovery of Iris slave ; 
'mi the jury returned a verdict in favor of the defcn^ 
danl— and ilni slave called Priocc llosloo;) was maiui- 
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miited by (he tiuigifejtraie.s. Hwai^s appealed from i\m 
jiidgiiieiit to the Bupreme Court at Boston. Mr. llotcli 
thought it advisable to rettdfi John Adams as his coun- 
sel in the case; but. Swai% discooraji;e(i bj the leelini^s 
of the people ami the circumstayces of the country, nev- 
er presented the appeal After thai period, ail il»e 
slaves oii the island of Niintocket obtained their free-^ 
doni. It adds greatly to the saiistViCtloii which i\m 
event iaspires^ to be assured thai Frisice ilostou was a 
respectable a?id iiKliistrioiis man, and c(>5Hlu€ted hioi- 
sell'with such prudence and ecooomj^ to ]>c possess- 
cdjataii early period in his life of one - oadred pounds 
sterling in the Eny;r!sh funds. 

The decisions in these trials fiiroisli undoubied evi-- 
dence of the sentiraents of the people, in the highest de- 
degree honorable to them* but it is diUkult to recoiicile 
sucli decisions either witli that Brincinie of the charier, 
which conveyed only to native born subjects in the 
province, the rights and immunities of subjects born 
within the realm of England"— or with that priocl- 
ple npoii Yf hicb rested i«se imniovtal jadgiuent In Use 
case of Somiiiersett, because not only had slavery always 
existed iu New-Englaod^« but there was a positive law 
of the colony establishing it in certain cases. But as a 
miinifesiation of public Kjeling, and as productive of the 
most valuable resells^ it is not in onr power to bestow 
too great commendation upon the sublime and eternal 
principles to which these juries appej'iled ; and they 
are therefore entitled to the remarkab' * praise of hav- 
ing not only, anticipated that decision ^rd Illnysiield^ 
w^hich forever pot at rest this great ik/ii in England; 
bat m having first established m ,yjmis of law those 
doctnoes which have since heey " icorporaied into all 
the bills of rights of the state goveriimeiits of this coiiii- 
try. However^ an excellent historian of one of iiie 
'Kew-England states mentions a fact lughl}' honorabie 
to this state,;that sever??! towns passed votes abolifehirsg 
slavery within their precincts, and discharging the luss- 
lers of slaves, thus emancipated, iVora all liabilitv to 
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charges for the sopporl; of the slave— a verj ment«iri. 
oils proceeding, but a certaiis coiifessioo thai slave?) 
was recjogulzed by the laws of the CoiiimoFiwealUa« 

In t7T^^ a peiitioti was presented by the negroes j 
praying for the al 4itioii of slavery. This petitioin was 
read and referred to the iiexfc session ; but ifc does not 
appear to have been called op at that time. 

iii January i77% a bill to prevent the importatioii 
of negroes and others.as slaves into this Provin.ce^'-paS'- 
sed both the Council and the Mouse of liepresentatives, 
and ojithe 8th day of i\larchj it was presented to Gov- 
ernor liut.chiiisooj for his sigiiature ; but the next day the 
House vy^as prorogued. The Governor^ however, iu- 
formed a depiiiatioa of negroes who had gone to his house 
to solicit his approbation of the bill? that his instruc- 
tions strictly forbade him from approving any bill, which 
should have a tendency to check the slave trade. Bis 
successor G^overnor Gage, used lang'^age equally de- 
cided and emphatic, and no doubt was entertained that 
the British Government was as determined to resist all 
endeavor^ to abolish slavery, as to remove other acts 
b}'- which this country was at that time oppressed. The 
historian already referred to^ makes the following isn- 
portanC remark, that the principle inserted in the Con- 
stitution of this State in 1780, that all men are born free 
and equal, applied particularly to the blacks, and in 
ccjniirmation of that o]3s*5i'Vation^ he mentions the follow- 
ing sijigiilar ftict. A man tried in Worcester, in 1783, 
for beating a black whom he called his slave, v as found 
guilty and lined forty shillings, by an application by the 
Judge of this principle. 

ic may be observed in this place, that the constltuiioo 
of this state is the only one amons; the early constitu- 
tions except the constitvitioti of Mew-Hampshire, in 
which this language can be fiuind, though thesuhsianco 
of it is strooi!:''-/ expressed in Hie declaration of Inde- 
pendence. TIso construction given to this phrase in 
Ncw4iamp«hire is this, that till blacks born since the 
rurnKitioii of the cuniiliuiioii arc free, hut not tlnose bom 
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\)Qfom that event. The doctrine of Massachusetts was 
/lowever iickiiowlGilged iii Pciiiisylvaiiia. 

It may therefore be properly considered tliat slavery 
was cffectoally abolidied in this state just before the 
dechiraiioii of iedepeiHleoce^ though the lav; by which 
this event was officially aod foroierly made known was 
not passed till the '^I5th March^ 17883 §ftveiiteeB years 
before the abolition in Beiiuiark, the earliest European 
aboUtiou. I'his law imposed a penalty of bOL upon 
every citizen or person vesidingin this Commonwealth^ 
for each slave bought or transported^ and SOOL upon 
every vesjiel engaged in the slave trade ; and it is said 
that the law was especially enacted at that time in con- 
sequence of the wicked and base conduct of an individ- 
ual, who was engaged in loading a vessel in Boston bar- 
bour^ &. having decoyed three black men on board under 
pretence of work^ and having secured theEi in the hold, 
sailed away for the West Indies. This proceeding be- 
ing made known, public indignation was infinitely ex- 
cited^ and the Governor and French Consul immediate- 
ly wrote letters to the (Governor of the Island of 8t. Bar- 
tholomew, where the vessel was bound. These un- 
happy men were offered for sale in that Island, but the 
Governor having received the letters from Boston, pro- 
hibited the sale. The blacks we/e soon after released 
and sent home to Boston^ where they arrived on the 
^9th of July, which on that account was made a day of 
great rejoicing. 

In the first census of the inhabitants of the United 
Stales in the year 1790, no other than free persons were 
returned from Massachusel ts, the onlv Htate in the 
Union, which at that time did i^ot contain slaves, and 
the only state represented in the first Congress, held at 
New-York in 1789, which had formally abolished 
slavery. 

In concluding this report, there remains to the Com- 
niittee the single doty of submitting the following re- 
marks. The feelings of the people disclosed since the 
vcar 17r?0 in the voles of iov>7^s. and in the verdicts of 
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juries— the compositions of many Icariied and eiilight-" 
coed iiidividiials nahrs«h*^.d iiisl before the declaration 
of iodepeiideoce, for the purpose of explaining and in- 
terpreting the just principles ef a proper freedom- — the 
fact that there is no law at present in force which makes 
a distinctioD. between white and black persons, (rejec- 
tion from the militia being derived from a law of the Uni- 
ted States,) the restriction as to marriage between whites 
and blacks equally afieciing whites as well as blacks— 
the same law which allo ws justices to expel blacks from 
the state after a certain notice expressly recognizing 
the right of blacks to became citizens— a law^ the 
constitutionality of which has been called in question 
and which it is well ktiown was passed on the same 
day as the abolition act of March 178<% in order to pre- 
vent the state from being overran wiih runaway slaves 

tion, and the same public support in case of sickness 
and poverty—- many blacks before and during the rev- 
olution having obtained their freedom by a legal pro- 
cess, and as the spirit of the coustiintion of this state 
abrogates exclusive laws, thereby becoming invested 
with all Iht rights of freemen and wiili a capability of 
becoming freeholders 5 and the constitution distinctly 
declares that a freeholder without other exception than 
relates to j eligion^ and property, and age^ is capable of 
being elected or appointed to any office or place under the 
State — ^and above all, the construction given to the first 
principle in the declaration of rights at the time of the 
adoption of this constitution both in the public mind and in 
the courts of law^ clearly manifest and demonstrate that 
the people of this Commonwealth have always believed 
negroes and mulattoes to possess the same right and 
oapabiiity to become citizens as white pcrsooso 

In givi}}g this account of t\m existence of slavery and 
its abolition in Massachusetts, the Committee have not 
been insensible to the great merits ofotlser States intlus 
particular. They rememlier with gratitude and admir- 
ation the solemn asireement entered into bv all Uiq 



states tbeii assc^Tiblcd in first coEiiaental congress 
liekl in Philade' wholly to discontinue liie slave 
trade ; and as a fui-dier evidence of the liigli sense which 
theCommitiee eiitertaiii of the endeavours of other States 
ill this great work, they shall fiidsh this portloii of the 
report by cxUvactiog the following remarkable expres- 
sion from a petition preseiited to his majesty in 177% 
by the House of Burgesses of Yirgisiia— The impor- 
tation of slaves into the colonies^ uoder its preseot en- 
couragements, we have too much reason, to fear^ will, 
eiidanj^er the very existeace of your Majesiy^s Ameri- 
cae dominioiis.^^ 

And the Committee pray now to be discharged from 
tlie further consideration of the subject committed to 
them by an order of the House of Represeotativesj, of 
luoe idp iS2l. For the Coiiimittet?-, 

Mouse of Mepresentatives^ Janum 

Read and accepted^ 

JOSIAH' QUINOY, Sjiea'ker. 



True h Grcm Pi'3nters,.....Merc!iantri' HaU* J3Q3tori. 



